
OLVER RECEIVES A PERFECT SCORE FROM U.S. PIRG

  
           WASHINGTON - U.S. Public Interest Research Group             (U.S. PIRG) has released its 2004 Congressional Scorecard grading             members of Congress on public interest issues such as environmental             preservation, health care and consumer protections. 

           Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) received           a score of 100 percent. 

           "           I am honored to receive this rating from U.S. PIRG,           the national advocacy organization for state Public Interest Research           Groups, like MassPIRG in Massachusetts," Olver said. "U.S.           PIRG speaks up and takes action when our natural environment is threatened,           consumers are cheated or the voices of ordinary citizens are drowned           out by special interest lobbyists."

           The 2004 Scorecard looks at the most important public           interest votes taken between January 22, 2003 and November 21, 2003           in the House and the Senate. 

           U.S. PIRG called Olver one if its "Public Interest Heroes" because           he was one of 20 members of the House of Representatives who took the           public interest position on every vote that U.S. PIRG tracked. In the           Senate, three members received a score of 100 percent. The scorecard           and key to the votes scored within can be viewed online at www.uspirg.org .

           The scorecard is part of U.S. PIRG's campaign to work with Congress           to reduce mercury emissions from polluting power plants and enforce           the Clean Air Act. U.S. PIRG's priorities for the 108th Congress           also include strengthening clean water protections, saving wild forests,           protecting the Artic Refuge and other environmentally sensitive areas,           curbing global warming, cutting government handouts to polluters and           defending consumers against unsafe products and false advertising.

           Olver is a cosponsor of H.R. 2042, the Clean Smokestacks           Act of 2003, which would require reductions in emissions of sulfur           dioxide, nitrogen oxide, carbon dioxide and mercury from electric power           plants to 1990 levels by 2009. The new standards must be met either           on the power plant's 30th birthday, or 5 years after enactment           of the act, whichever is later. 

           U.S. PIRG is the national advocacy office for state           Public Interest Research Groups. The state PIRGs created the national           organization in 1983 to act as watchdog for the public interest in           our nation's capital, much as PIRGs have worked to safeguard           the public interest in state capitals since 1971. State PIRGs are nonprofit,           nonpartisan public interest advocacy groups.

           ###

           For more information, contact Rick Trilsch at 202-607-7425          or Jen Mueller 202-546-9707 at U.S. PIRG.
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